FARLY HISTORY OF THE ALANOSA CARNEGIE LIBRARY

ey 11, 1946

Alamose hed 2 librery in the esrly 1900's. It ~es
nainteined in a room over the fire ouse ond was supporved Hy
membership fees end quarterly dues. MNempers of the Current
Events Club and other town worien volunteered thelr services o
livbreriens, keeping the reeding room open every efternoon from
two to five snd every evening except Sundey.

Early in 1908 e riovement wes sterted to obtein e
librery building., Mr. George S, Darley, Presbyterien ilinicter,
end the Reverend Herrison, rector of the Episconel Church, vere
spnointed to choose & site for the librery building,., Andrew
Carnecie hed egreed to erect o $6,000 librery building in
Alsmosa &s shown in the following resclution recorded in the
files of the City Clerk of Alesmose under dste of July 1, 1908.

~R¥SOLUTICH~

BE IT RESOLVED hy the Boerd of Trustees of the Town
of Alemosa thet wherees the Hon. Andrew Cernecie hes signified
his willingness to erect and construct & librery in the Town of
'Alamosa, Colorsdo, to cost $6,000.00, pmovided the town will
levy tex of 10 ner cent of the cost of the building, ennurlly,
to meintein same,

WHEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Boerd of Trustees
of the Town of Alemosa thet seid Tovn ghell levy a tex of two
mills for its maintenance for the year of 1908 which said two
nilis is ecuel to the sum of 8600 =nd thet seid Town nlelces
iteelf to meke a2 levy each 2nd every yeer theresfter for the
said snount of $600.,

Adopted as read, unenimously.

McDoneld Fhone
S-ranson Lahr~en
Sundouist Emperius,

Trustees.,



On May &, 1908, = motfon wes paseced by the Tovn Trustees
thet"the Bantist locetion - the North 50 feet of Lots 1, 2, 3, end
L in Block L0 be selected Tor the librery, providing they furnish
o warrenty deed for the same, without expense to the Town,"

This chellence was esccepted by kr. Derley snd l'r. Herrison
end other members of the Library Associestion =2nd in e gwift cenm-
neign of two weeks the sum of 8605 was raised, the Beptist lots
were peid for end the Town was given the werrenty deed.

Wes Cole was given the contract to build the librery
efter submitting'his plens to Andrew Carnegle.

By October 1909 the building wes progressing so far
thet the Town Trustees were worrying about how much money es
left from the contribution, if there would be enourh left of the
$6,000 to pay for = heating plent end furniture,

At the December 1909 meeting of the Town Councll the
Librery Committee reported that Wes Cole hed heen peid $5796.50
=nd thet the belence of $203,.,50 hed been nlaced to the credit of
the Library Fund,

The formal opening of the new librsry ~as held February
24, 1910, There -ras a reception,with music end refreshmenfé snd
= book shower. The Alemosa Courler report of Februsry 25, 1210,
records that the librery elresdy hed ebout 1000 volumes o~nd it
wag hoped that 1000 more would be sdded from the book shover.

The heeting plent muet have been adequa?e. The newspeper report
said "In spite of cold westher the rooms were well hested end
comfortebly furnished", The halence of $203,50 must heve exnended

14 -e the tdow's cruse of oil.

-2



Mrg, Berthe E, Roberts wes espnointed the first libreorien
with 2 monthly ealary of $45,00. The first book res crtelozed
February 8, 1910, znd was Oliver Wendell Holmedt "The Autocrat
of the Breskfest Teble,"

This dete wes compiled by Mrs, W, Y. Plett, Secretery

of the Librery Boerd of the Alemoze Cernegie Librery.

Carelure. Q. latt—

Mrs. W. V. Platt, Secretery.




